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At Herbert R Thomas, we have a highly
experienced and professional team who
can advise on a wide range of property
matters creating a tailor-made service to
both private and corporate clients across
the agricultural, equestrian, residential
and commercial property sectors.

Who are we?
We are chartered surveyors and deal with all aspects of
residential sales and rentals, commercial, agricultural and
development, property, land and livestock auction.
Herbert R Thomas was established in 1926 specifically to
provide professional advice to the agricultural and rural
community of Glamorgan – a role it continues to provide
to this day. The current Directors and Staff still possess the
same in-depth regional and local knowledge which have
ensured the continued success of the company but are also
conversant in relevant UK and EU policies which have an
impact on decision-making in rural areas, enabling them to
provide up to date advice you can rely on.

Our offices
Our main office is situated in Cowbridge in the heart of the
Vale of Glamorgan and incorporates a large Estate Agent
showroom. Centrally located in the South Wales region, the
office covers an extensive area between Cardiff, Bridgend,
the Welsh Valleys and Coast, with easy access to the M4
motorway.
Herbert R Thomas’ Neath office is located in the centre of the
busy market and industrial town and covers the picturesque
Neath Valleys, Swansea and Gower Peninsula. Not only are
we able to offer the services of our Estate Agency, our resident
team of qualified experts are available to undertake a wide
range of professional work.
We have recently opened a third branch in Bridgend. Our
new office is located on the ground floor of The Toll House, a
grade II listed building situated in the heart of the town centre.
From The Toll House we offer Residential Sales, Lettings,
Agricultural and Commercial services.

History
Herbert R Thomas was
established in 1926
specifically to provide
professional advice to
the agricultural and rural
community of Glamorgan
– a role it continues to
provide to this day.
The current Directors and Staff still
possess the same in-depth regional and
local knowledge which have ensured the
continued success of the company but are
also conversant in relevant UK and EU policies
which have an impact on decision-making in
rural areas, enabling them to provide up to
date advice you can rely on.
As well as our thriving residential sales and
rental department, Herbert R Thomas offers
a dedicated Commercial Department which
operates principally within South and South
West Wales. Our experienced Commercial
team are available to provide advice on
investment acquisitions and disposals,
development, office, retail, industrial agency,
commercial valuations and property auctions.
Through our diverse wealth of experience,
Herbert R Thomas endeavours to provide a
personal service tailored to the individual
requirements and aims of our clients.

Our professional
services...
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sale of farms & landholdings
Letting of farms &
landholdings
Compulsory purchase work
Telecommunications
Renewables, to include
turbines, solar, gas, battery &
diesel storage containers
Pipeline and electricity supply
compensation work (WPD,
National Grid, Wales and West
Utilities, Dwr Cymru Welsh
Water)
^

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Disputes
Resolutions
Mediation
Matrimonial valuations
Valuations for secured lending
purposes
Residential & industrial
developoment
Property auctions
Livestock auctions
Farm dispersal sales
Probate & inheritance tax
valuations

•
•
•
•
•

Rating appeals
Specialist valuations of GP
surgeries
Rent review & Lease
renewals
Basic payment / agricultural
environment schemes
Bespoke planning
consultancy
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Meet the team...
Professional services
Andrew Thomas

BSc (Land Man) MRICS, FAAV, FLAA

Herbert R Thomas was established in 1926 specifically to
provide professional advice to the agricultural and rural
community of Glamorgan – a role it continues to provide
to this day.
The current Directors and Staff still possess the same indepth regional and local knowledge which have ensured
the continued success of the company.

Director of Herbert R Thomas and current
Chairman of the Wales Committee of
the Central Association of Agricultural
Valuers. Past President of the South
Wales and Monmouthshire branch of
the Central Association of Agricultural
Valuers, past Examiner at National level
of the Central Association of Agricultural
Valuers with a depth of experience in rural
related property matters including weekly
Livestock markets.

W. Philip Thomas

Dip (Est Man) MRICS, FAAV
Director of Herbert R Thomas and current
Chairman of South East Wales Country
Landowners Association. Past President
of the South Wales and Monmouthshire
branch of the Central Association of
Agricultural Valuers, past Secretary to the
Glamorgan Grasslands society. Depth
of experience in rural property and
residential development, representing
landowners throughout Glamorganshire.

James Mordecai
BSc (Hons), MRICS

Director of Herbert R Thomas, heading up
the Commercial Department and involved
in all aspects of Commercial Agency
including Acquisitions and Disposals of
Industrial, Retail and Office property.
James is also an active Land Agent,
representing landowners on Residential
and Commercial development sites
through Promotion Agreements, Options
and Conditional sales, dealing with all
national and regional housebuilders /
developers and promoters.

Jonathan Davies
BSc (Hons) MRICS

Associate Director. Jonathan qualified as a
Chartered Surveyor in 2000 and specialises
in valuations for secured lending purposes,
probate & inheritance tax. HRT bank
panel co-ordinator being registered with
20 lending institutions. Jonathan also
undertakes Rating Appeals, Partnership
valuations and a specialist in valuations of
G.P. Surgeries.

hrt.uk.com

Matthew Jarrold

BSc (Land Man) MRICS, FAAV, FLAA
Agricultural Consultant. Matthew runs
his own livestock farm in Pembrokeshire
and heads up the Neath sheep collection
centre, Penderyn sale yard, specialising
in the Basic Payment scheme and
Agricultural/Environmental related matters
and stock valuations.

Alison Ginn

BSc MRICS FAAV
Consultant. Alison has been with Herbert
R Thomas since 1995 and deals with a
wide range of professional work including
valuations for all purposes, expert reports,
compulsory purchase and property
compensation. Alison specialises in Part
1 claims in connection with Highway Road
Schemes.

Anna Cheney

BA (Hons), MTP, MRTPI
Chartered town planner with 20 years
experience split between public
and private sectors. Planning work
undertaken in agricultural, residential and
commercial sectors for a range of projects
including applications, appeals, CLEUD,
enforcement, variation of conditions and
LDP/site promotion.

Cari Thomas
BSc (Hons)

Graduate of Harper Adams University.
Cari joined Herbert R Thomas in the
summer of 2016, assisting in the
Agricultural and Valuation departments.

Property compensation
If your property is affected by a road
scheme, town centre redevelopment
scheme or other compulsory acquisition
then we can assist you in obtaininag proper
compensation.
HRT deals with and has dealt with a wide
range of compensation issues and has been
successful in obtaining compensation for
land and business owners, corporate clients
and individuals.
Herbert R Thomas has assisted clients in
relocating their businesses and negotiating
proper compensation following compulsory
acquisition. We have recently been
successful in agreeing compensation for a
landowner where his previous agent had
been unsuccessful.

What is an Expert Report?
Surveyors acting as Expert Witnesses
The primary duty of a Surveyor acting as an
Expert Witness is not to a client but to the
Court/Tribunal where his/her report and
evidence is given.
The Surveyors report and evidence must:1.

Be, and must be seen to be, his/her
independent and unbiased product,
and fall within his/her expertise,
experience and knowledge.

2.

State the main facts and assumptions
it is based upon, and not omit
material facts that might be relevant
to his/her conclusion,

3.

Be impartial and uninfluenced by
those instructing or paying him/her to
give the evidence.

A Surveyor must ensure that he/she does
not stray from the duties of an Expert
Witness by misleading or being untruthful.
Source: RICS

We advise companies on their potential
liabilities under compulsory legislation.
If your house has a new road built nearby
or an existing road altered then you might
be entitled to compensation even if none
of your land is acquired. HRT has obtained
compensation for such claimants on
numerous road schemes.
In most circumstances, our fees are paid by
the acquiring authority so you receive 100%
of any compensation obtained.
Please contact us for further details

Alison Ginn

BSc MRICS FAAV
alisonginn@hrt.uk.com

Herbert R Thomas are regularly instructed
by Solicitors acting on behalf of clients
who are in dispute with another party.
Most disputes relate to property (and its
value). However, our expertise may also be
called upon to assist with a Valuation of
machinery, livestock or other rural assets.
Courts now regularly appoint a Single Joint
Expert with the objective being that each
case be dealt with judiciously according to
the circumstances, so that all parties are on
an equal footing and costs are minimised.
At the same time ensuring that all matters
are dealt with expeditiously and fully.
Herbert R Thomas provide Expert and
Single Joint Expert Reports for:1.

Divorce purposes

2.

Partnership disputes

Andrew Thomas

3.

Other disputes including but not
limited to Rights of Way
negligence etc.

andrewthomas@hrt.uk.com

For further advice contact Andrew Thomas

BSc (Land Man) MRICS,
FAAV, FLAA

Rating
We recently represented a local business to
reduce their business rates liability. Business
Rates may be a substantial part of a business’
outgoings and is calculated by applying a
national multiplier, known as the uniform
business rate, to the property’s rateable value.
A rateable value is an estimate made by the
Valuation Officer, representing HM Revenue
and Customs, of a property’s rental value at a
particular date specified for each general rating
revaluation.
Challenges to individual rateable values, known
as ‘proposals’, can generally be made against
the compiled list and against an alteration
to the RV by the VO at any time (within the
general time limits). Proposals citing a material
change of circumstances can generally only
deal with the circumstances existing at the time
the proposal is made. If a particular property
has been affected by a material change of
circumstances, for example, a physical change
to the property or its locality which affects
its value, they may have a right of appeal. A
proposal may also be made challenging an
alteration made by the Valuation Officer.

As appointed rating consultants we were able
to explain the effect of the procedures in the
particular circumstances. Having inspected the
property, we advised our client that a rating
assessment should be challenged. We duly
completed the standard proposal form and
send it to the appropriate Valuation Officer who
acknowledged it to commence negotiations.
After a valid proposal we took the opportunity
to discuss the assessment with the Valuation
Officer. After much negotiating the VO agreed
with our findings. We were successful in
significantly reducing the RV and thus, the
ratepayer’s liability, saving this particular
business a sizeable amount of potential rates for
the period of the list. The local billing authority
were then notified by the Valuation Officer of
the revised value and recalculated the rates
payable. We were able to explain the effect that
the change to the RV would have on our clients
bill and estimated the amount of refund to
which our clients were entitled being backdated
to the start of the list (1st April 2010).

Jonathan Davies
BSc (Hons) MRICS

jonathandavies@hrt.uk.com

As members of the Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors (RICS), we follow the Rating
Consultancy Code of Practice.

...it has never been more
important for Welsh farmers
to adapt and become
increasingly efficient to
survive and prosper...

Rural grants
With volatility playing such an influential
role in agriculture, it has never been more
important for Welsh farmers to adapt and
become increasingly efficient to survive
and prosper. Herbert R Thomas aid with a
wide variety of rural funding opportunities
including Welsh Government Grants such as
the Sustainable Production Grant Scheme
which aims to help farmers to improve their
economic and environmental performance
through investment. The grant offers
funding relating to a wide range of themes
such as animal health and welfare, crop
storage, production housing and handling,
renewable energy production and soil and
crop management. This grant offers a grant
rate of up to 40%.

Another current Welsh Government
scheme is the Sustainable Management
scheme which will provide financial
support for a range of activities improving
the management of natural resources.
The scheme offers grants to collaborative
groups aiming to: improve natural resources
and the benefits they provide, act to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and advance
business and community resilience to the
effects of climate change. The scheme offers
a grant rate of up to 100%.
We also assist with any application for the
Milk Production Reduction Scheme, this
voluntary scheme provides remuneration
to dairy producers to reduce the amount of
cows’ milk they deliver to first purchasers
during a 3-month period. This period is

compared with the same 3-month period in
the previous calendar year.
Although these are the main grants we are
assisting with for the time being, we are
happy to help with any rural grant schemes
that may come up in the future. For more
information about any of these grants or for
any assistance with any applications please
feel free to contact:

Cari Thomas
BSc (Hons)

carithomas@hrt.uk.com

It pays to get professional
advice, however small
the claim may be...

Barn conversion, East
Aberthaw
HRT were successful in gaining
full planning permission for the
sensitive conversion of a disused
barn to residential use at Upper
Farm, within the Conservation
Area of East Aberthaw.
The conversion of the open
fronted stone barn building,
together with the adjacent
former pig sty buildings required
detailed negotiations with the
Vale of Glamorgan Planning
officers in relation to the
proposed design and potential
impacts on the East Aberthaw
Conservation area.
HRT worked closely with a
local architect who designed a
flexible living space comprising
a 3 bedded property with small

study, a family lounge area and
good sized open plan kitchen/
dining space (located within the
outbuildings that are attached
to the main barn). In addition a
toilet and separate utility room
are also provided in this part of
the scheme.
The successful scheme has now
been fully developed and is
currently occupied.

Anna Cheney

BA (Hons), MTP, MRTPI
annacheney@hrt.uk.com

Brownfield development and
investment sale
Herbert R Thomas advised our private client on
the sale of their property company consisting of a
multi occupied, mixed use town centre site.
The investment sale was completed back to back
with a tripartite promotion/sale agreement with
Churchill Retirement Living and the purchaser for
the development of 38 residential apartments.
Herbert R Thomas advised on the values for
the individual elements of property for tax and
accounting purposes, negotiated lease surrenders
with existing tenants to allow vacant possession
and agreed a planning promoting agreement with
the end developer.
A complex deal completed off market which both
maximised our client’s asset value and achieved
a disposal of all the property assets in a single
transaction.

James Mordecai
BSc (Hons), MRICS

jamesmordecai@hrt.uk.com

Surface damage claim
– maximising value for
landowners
It happens on a regular basis
when Utility Bodies enter onto
a client’s field, and by the very
nature of the works creates
damage to the grass ley.
In a recent case where the client
was offered £500 to settle by the
Utility Body, the client rejected
the offer and we were able to
increase the offer to a settlement
of £1750 plus all our expenses
paid.
It pays to get professional advice,
however small the claim may be.

W. Philip Thomas
Dip (Est Man)
MRICS, FAAV

philipthomas@hrt.uk.com

Cowbridge
59 High Street, Cowbridge,
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7YL
01446 772911
sales@hrt.uk.com
Bridgend
The Toll House, 1 Derwen Road,
Bridgend, CF31 1LH
01656 660036
bridgend@hrt.uk.com

Why should you use us?
Our staff are serious property
professionals that work with purpose
& intelligence. Experienced agents
with a service you can trust.

Neath
33 Alfred Street, Neath,
SA11 1EH
01639 639541
neath@hrt.uk.com
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